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Janet and Ferd Baruch lived just four miles down 
the road in the near west end, but their new life on 
Monument avenue feels worlds away. a 6,500-square-
foot house on an acre-plus lot, plus a large house at the 
river, were tricky to maintain, but the couple’s blended 
family of five children used the space. But now with a 
few kids in college and just two living at home, it was 
time to downsize. Janet, a landscape designer with her 
own company, Greenway Gardens, and Ferd, who’s 
been developing property on the Middle Peninsula in 
his retirement, were looking for more time to devote to 
their burgeoning businesses. 

“Janet had created a spectacular garden, but it was 
labor,” Ferd says. 

“i was feeling a bit like the shoemaker not having  
time to make shoes for his children because i was so 
busy working … that i didn’t have time for my [garden],” 
adds Janet.

a new shared office space on Patterson avenue 
and a 3,500-square-foot, 1927 Mediterranean home 
on Monument were the answers to their downsizing 
dreams. “Less is better,” says Ferd definitively. “i wasn’t 
so sure about living in the city, but it’s alive, and we’re 
just beginning to get a sense of how many opportunities 
there are. Being able to walk out your door and to a 
restaurant was not something we could do before.” 

a new nest
A city townhouse gets a  

comfortable yet sophisticated 
interior for its downsizing owners. 

Janet Baruch and her Norwich 

terrier, Roosevelt, relax in her 

bold and graphic Monument 

Avenue living room designed 

by Janie Molster. The rug is by 

Stark Carpet, the framed leaf 

from V for the Home, and the 

bench is an 18-year-old find 

she’s recovered three times.
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Big-Screen-Worthy Kitchen
the home was designed and built by davis 
Brothers inc. for a rabbi at Congregation 
Beth ahabah and features a large, leaded-
glass window with the Star of david motif 
in the stairwell. the only other sign of 
its original owner is a lack of fireplaces. 
apparently the rabbi had a fear of fire and 
insisted they be left off the plans. 

when the Baruches bought the house 
in 2007 from the fourth owner, they gutted 
the kitchen and reworked it with advice 
from architect-friend Charles acquino, 
with Ferd as general contractor. Janet was 
inspired by the kitchen in the 2003 Jack 
nicholson/diane Keaton movie, Something’s 
Gotta Give. “i went to the video store to 
buy the movie, and when i told the guy 
why i wanted it, he said i wasn’t the first,” 
she remembers with a laugh. actually, set 
designer Beth rubino has received much 
praise and an architectural digest feature for 
her work on the fictional Hamptons house 
of Keaton’s playwright character. 

Janet used the movie’s airy, updated-
traditional kitchen as a guide for her own. 
Cabinetmaker Mark Cohen crafted wood 
cabinets that blend with the home’s 
original step-back hutch. “i really wanted 
this kitchen to look like it had always been 
here,” says Janet. the simple black-and-
white color scheme makes for a bright 
space. Handmade subway tiles with gray 
grout are a twist on a popular look. the 
countertops are absolute Black honed 
granite; the focal point of the kitchen, the 
island, pops with black-and-cream, leather-
finished Stella note granite found at the 
Charles Luck Stone Center.

creAtive collABorAtion
Janet had a vision from the start that her 
new, urban lifestyle required a sophisticated 
interior. and she knew where to turn — to 
trusted colleague Janie Molster. She had 
helped Janet decorate two previous homes, 
and the two have worked together on many 
projects for clients.

Molster says Janet’s definitive nature 
made the process seamless. “She knows 
what she likes and doesn’t like, and when 
she makes her decision she doesn’t turn 
back. She doesn’t want 20 choices, she 
wants three.”

the Baruches’ second home on the 
rappahannock is rustic, so Janet wanted 
this home to be its urban counterpoint. 
not formal, but more refined. She loves 
graphic elements, stripes, black-and-white, 
and knew she wanted a light interior. “i love 
light,” says Janet, “i’ve got to get outside, 
see the sunlight. i wanted to paint all the 
walls white, but Janie said no.” instead they 
opted for Benjamin Moore’s light taupe, 
“Cosmo dune,” on all the walls on the first 
floor except the kitchen, which is white. 
She trusted Molster’s instincts with color 

TOP: Janet on the front steps of her 1927 

Mediterranean with stepson Wyck. ABOVE: 

The striped Lee Jofa fabric on the dining-room 

chairs was the design inspiration for the living 

and dining areas, which both have striped 

draperies in coordinating colors. RIGHT: Janet 

modeled her white kitchen after the one in the 

movie Something’s Gotta Give.
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LEFT: Daughter Samantha wanted her 
room to have a zebra-print rug and fell 

in love with this damask-motif Designer’s 
Guild wallpaper when she spotted it. 

Interior designer Janie Molster suggested 
finishing it off with a black, upholstery-

tape border and trimming the curtains 
with oversized rickrack. TOP: The 

room’s other three walls are painted a 
light gray. The Moorish-stencil chest 
came from Molster, and the mirror is 

from Pottery Barn.  ABOVE: Samantha’s 
bathroom continues the bold, black-

and-white color scheme with a striped 
wallcovering by York. 

throughout, such as her choice to paint the 
master bedroom ceiling tan and walls gray. 
“i wouldn’t have had the confidence to do 
that,” she says. 

SophiSticAted yet comfortABle
the inspiration for the first floor came from 
a garnet-pink-and-orange-striped Lee Jofa 
fabric Janet discovered in a magazine. it 
became the fabric for the dining room chairs 
and accents in the living room. dramatic, 
dressmaker-style draperies were another 
must for Janet, who had plantation blinds 
in her last house. Molster found the great, 
deep-orange striped silk curtain fabric 
and suggested carrying the same stripe 
in a different color in the dining room for 
continuity. the wood floors were given a 
dark stain (three parts Jacobean and one 
part ebony). 

with less square footage, the living room 
had to double as a family room, where kids 
gather and watch television. “often people 
take the prettiest room and turn it into a 
parlor that isn’t really used,” says Molster. 
“in Janet’s case, we outfitted it in really 
comfortable furniture, slipcovers she can 
launder, flat-screen television … You don’t 
have to sacrifice style to make it livable.”

the centerpiece of the room is a favorite 
bench Molster found for Janet 18 years ago, 
which underwent its third costume change 
to a brown velvet. a framed alocasia leaf by 
Becky davis Botanicals, from V for the Home, 
brings in an organic element and hints at 
Janet’s interest in the landscape. the final 
piece of the puzzle was a bold, black-and-
white rug by Stark Carpet found by Molster, 
lending the living room the “new York 
apartment” vibe Janet wanted.

Very little furniture was bought for this 
house; instead, the Baruches weeded out 
items they didn’t love. Ferd collects english 
antiques, and Janet has a modern aesthetic, 
so the result is a true blend. Some pieces 
were reborn in the new house, like a 
gold-framed mirror, which previously held 
a traditional place over a mantel but now 
hangs between two windows, acting as a 
room-enlarger. 

courtyArd cAlling
Perhaps one of Janet’s favorite aspects 
of the new home is the courtyard garden 
because its brick walls hold heat, almost 
creating a microclimate — keeping plants 
alive longer into the winter and allowing her 
to grow plants more suited for a warmer 
climate. Her new garden consists of two 
large raised beds with lots of containers and 
a small shade garden along the side of the 
house. “it’s very manageable,” she says. at 
the old house, Ferd says, “You were always 
looking at something that needed to be 
tended. now we just go out and relax.” 
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Turn the page for design tips from Janie Molster.
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janie’s tips for 
great design

1 Weed out. Keep just the things 
you really love.

2 group collections. Put  
orchids together on a tray or 
Herend porcelain grouped on  

a tabletop.

3 repeat. repetition of fabrics and 
paint colors is effective in small 
spaces. Because Janet’s striped 

curtains were a strong statement, 
Molster repeated the pattern and 
palette in the dining room. 

4 consider lifestyle. decorate 
your house according to your 
lifestyle, not necessarily the 

architecture. You don’t have to 
sacrifice style to make it livable.

5 mix tastes. a mix is often better 
than going for some sort of 
period look. Janet is from the 

Southwest, and Ferd is drawn to 
english antiques. She’s brought in a 
more casual approach and made his 
Georgian chests a little warmer and 
more contemporary. 


